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"Ts The in a __ Jour: | Ludilps 
repeated Requeſt (which 1 could neithex in Gra- 
- titude, Civility, ;or good Natyre; reſnſe) | that 
I publiſh this Sermon : and therefore, though 
T cannot. deny but the defetis of it are mine ; yet 1 muſt 


——_ __ — — * _ —_ 


| $41.45? 


v4 | crave leave to tell your Ladiſhip, sbat 1; think thoſe 
3 | much more excuſeable than the Publication of it : and 
Mn for that I am not anſwerable, unleſs it be a fault to. 


»! | gratify-the moſt kind and oblig ing. 

| In the Compoſure of it, T happen 'd, Tknow not how, 
| to be ſo effebted with the: Argpaent, that my thoughts | 
+ ran out to a much greater length than T intended: In- 
| ſomuch, that when I preach'd it, for fear of preſuming 
too much upon the patience of the Auditory, 1 was = 
ced to omit a great deal of what 1 here publiſh, not 
doubting, but that many, who had not then leiſure 
.$1ough ty brar-it, might, one time or other, fm lei- 
fure enough to yead it, For, how defeftive ſorver the . 
Compoſure may be , 1 am ſure the Argument is ſuch, 
4s richly deſerves our moſt. ſerious Thoughts and Cons 
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Such as it is, Madam, I bumbly preſent it to your 
[| Ladiſhip, who, I muſt n&4 ann, have the moſt 
f | equitable Claim to it, as being the neareſt concerned 

| in the JoryOwfil #caſſon of it. _ And that it, may prove 

E | worth your Claimmg, by being in ſome meaſure” tons 

| | tributary to the increaſe of your Piety and Vertue, and 
| 


pre nn" —— 


piſtle Dedicatory. 


\ | to the ſupport of your dejefied Spirit, under the dear 

fufs yo wrt lamenting, and of which (Pardon we, 
'Y Vindtrn, if 1 etl you} you have Sean, awd ] fecr 
F 1nd g ater i the hearty Prayer | 
| 1 ; | 


i Dos 


Your Ladiſhip's alt Baidkial, 
and dbliped Serene, 


. a wcts-2. o <iws 2AS mi 4 wad es ."_ 
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Lord Mayor. 


EccLes. vij. 1. 


| —aud the day of Death, than the diy 


of ones Birth, 


" N the former part of- this Book, -the Preacher 
treats of the many falſe ways Mea take to their 
own Happineſs, and now he comes to deſcribe 
the true Way and Method of attaining it ; 10 
general, he all along ſuppoſes that the beſt ſtate 
of Happineſs in this World 1s exceeding umperfett, 
and that therefore, in order to our being 10 any. mea- 
ſure happy, it is neceſſary = ſhould not expe Dore 

| om 
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from things, than their Nature, and Circumſtances 
will afford ; but content gur ſelves to take Men and 
things as we find them : the former, with all their 
uncertainty aad jnconſtancy-; the latter, with all their 
faules and njyſcarriages,. fince it is got in out power 
to alter thew_nature, and render them as we would. 
havethem. And as for the particular dire&ions he gives, 
they are reducible to this | "That in order to 
our being, in any degree, happy in this World, it is 
neceſſary weſhould change our mind, and thoughts, 
and gpigions of thipps, andiembrace ſame ſuch Propo- 
fitions; for the trueſt and moſt indubitable Maxims, 
which we have httherto lookt upon as the wildeſt Pa- 
radoxes, namely, 'That Mourning is, in many Caſes, | 
to be preferred before Feaſting, wn 2, 3, 4. Rebukes be- 


fore (om yy 2,5, 6. The Exd, gr final iſſue of | 
things befor whe BradvMng, v8. "A patient and con- 


ſtant indurance of Injuries and Afﬀronts before a pee- 
viſh and haughty Mind, v. 9. Wiſdom before Riches, 
v. 11, 12. and to name no more, "Thar z Hame te 
better than preciogs ajntment :. apd the day of death, than 
the day of ones birth, as you have i in the. Text. 

| IT ſhall not trouble you with any account of the con- | 
zexron between the twoComparitdes A good name is | 
better thas oO ointment ; and the day of death is bet- 
ter than the day of ones birth: the latter of which 1 
have choſen for the SubjeQt of my enſuing Diſcourſe, 
The ay of death ts better than the- ddy of ones birth, 
which, though it may ſeem a very odd Paradox, at 
firft view (to men who place all their hopes in this | 
Life, and att as if all the conſequents of their death, | 
were-as indifferent to them as all the antecedents of 
their Birth) is yet a very apparent and momentous 
Truth: A Truth, that hath not only evidence enough | 
m it ro chalenge our Belief ,, but alſo moment enough * 
Ws to? 
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10. be one of tlie Principles Praftice, nor is ie 
the peculiar featiment of our Preacher, for as Vaterius 


cir | Maximus tells us, * The whole Nation of the Thraci- *y.1, Mar. 
w ' as, Which juſtly challenged the. Praiſe of Wiſdom, 2- 5- 


was wont to celebrate the Birth of men with Mowrn- 
ing, and their Death with Foy; and this they did with- 
out being iaftructed by Teachers, purely upon: their 
own Obſervation of the State and Circumſtances of 
Humane Life. And accordingly Ezripides propoſes 
this Cuſtom to the World as juſt and reaſonable, 

Tay qvrla Tpnrey ais as pale: agg, 

Toy # Zu Sowtwre, f mw memavpltoy 

Kauporras dpnuuirras dura Ie. 
£.c. to lament thoſe that are born, upon the acconnt of 
the many Evyls, which they eater at their 
Birth ; but when they die, and reſt from their labour, 
to celebrate their Fanerels with Rejoicing and Praiſes: 
all which upon the Truth of this Maxim, 
That the day of death 1s better than the day of anes birth. 
For the proot of which it will be needful to conſider 
our Birth and Death under a three-fold Notion, or Re» 


I. Sim as an Entrance into, and Exit out of Hw- 


; maneLate. 


I. As an Entrance into a vitious and impenitent 
CI INS an IE here- 


H!. As an Entrance into a pious and vertuous Life 


here, and an Exit into a happy Immortality here- 
after; in all which reſpe&ts and conſiderations, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew, That our Death is preferible before 
our Birth and Lite. 


L We will confider our Birth firmply, as an En- 


; trance intoHumane Life, and conſ{ y our Death, 
gh' as an Exitoutof it : for Birth and 


are the-two 
Boun- 
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Boundaries of the\Race of Humand Life ;:the former 
is the-Poſt from whence ict ſtarts, the latter the Goal 
at which it ſtops, and as thus conſidered, Death is 
preferible upon. three accounts. * _ | 
1. Uponithe account of the Evils from which it 
delivers us. ' ENOW#! C ago 
2. Upon account-of the Goods in which it in- 
Rates us. | 
-- 3. Upon account of the hopes and fears ariſing 
from both. | , : | 
1. Upon account.of the Evils from which it de- 
livers us: for Life conſider'd barely in it ſelf, or under 
the ſimple Notion of Self-Altivity, -is neither good 
nor evil, but only as. it is the Principle of our Senſe 
of good and evil. A Plant hath Life as. well as we; 
but its Life being wholly inſenſible it's never the bet- 
ter 'or the worſe tor.it, becaule it neither perceives any 
good, nor feels any evil in living: 'To.thoſe Creatures 
therefore that have ſenſe with their Life, it is good 
or. evil for them to live in proportion to the Goods and 
Evils which they are-ſenſible. of, atd do feel and'iper- | 
ceive. If they are ſenſible of more good than-evil; 
it's; good for them to ive ;. but if they perceive 'more 
evil than good, it's evil for them to live. . If ' there+ - 
fore itbe made appear that Humane Life hath gene- 
rally more. Evils' than Goods, more: Pains than Plea 
ſures in it, our Reaſon may juſtly pronounce what 
Tonas's Paſhon did; That, it: is better for ws th die than * 
zo live. And that this is our caſe is evident by too many 
-woful experiments. For from thoſe very ſceds of mor- 
tality that are ſown. inour oatures,' thereſpring up.an 
infinite number of Diſcaſes, that frequently render our 
. whole life a continued torment to us. Sometimes we are | 
- drowned in Dropſies ; ſometimes ſcorched with Fea» : 
| vers; ſometimes torn with Catarrhs, and Phthiſicks; * 
ſometimes. | 
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wot wit, 


times. } 


ſometimes rack'd with, Gout, or Stone, [or-Strangu- 
ry : to day, we- are weary; tomorrow hungry,” or 

irſty ; next day either pinch'd with Cold, or ſmo- 
ther d with intemperate Heat. Now we are tortured 
with ſome acute Diſeaſe; anon we are forced to tor- 
ture.our ſelves for prevention. Thus Griefs, 'Trou- 
bles, -and Diſeaſes twiſt themſelves about our Life, as 
the Ivy about the Oak, till they have exhauſted all the 
Sap of it, and cauſed it to wither away, and die. But 
yet it muſt be. owned, That though there is no Hap- 
pmeſs in this Life, fo pure, but what hath a greae 
deal of Alloy and Intermixture, nor none ſo blefled, 
as to be totally exempt from Pain, and Croſſes, and 
Diſappointments; yet it cannot be denied, but that 
Providence hath, a great many Favourites in this 
World, who ſpend the greateſt part of their Lives in 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and for every painful moment they 
indure, are compenſated. with a thouſand Joys, and 


Satisfattions. T here are no bands in their death, as the py... 


Plalmiſt expreſles.it, bat their ftrength is. firm: they are 
not in. trouble, like other mien, neitber are they plagued 
like other men. Their. eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, they 
bave more than their beart could wiſh. Theſe are they who 
proſper in the World, and increaſe in Riches. Now as for 
>. oe theſe; life indeed is highly defireable,becauſe it 
entertains them with far more Goods than Evils ;. but 
theſe, alas! ſeem priviledged from, the common Fate 
of Mortals, -and therefore the Pſalmiſt might well ay, 
They re not plagued like other men :_ for like how 
many there are that conſume their Lives in perpetual 
toil and drudgery, and have no other Reward for their 
many hours Labour, but'a ſhort hungry Meal, and. a 
few hours ſleep and inſenſibility ! How many that 
are oppreſſed with Slayery, haraſsd with Cruelty, pi- 
ned with Want and Poverty, overwhelmed xa 

Shame 
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Shame 2nd Infamy, that are waſted with loag Sick- 
neſſes, outworn with lingering Pains, confumed 


with Vexation , Sorrow and Anxiety of Soul, that 


are ſtung with Remorſe, rackt with Horrour 


and Detpair ahrmed with ual Fears and 
diſmal xpeZtarions ; I doubt theſe put: together, 


into one number, make the much greater part and 
generality of Mankind. And though to many of 
theſe miſerable ones the divine Providence indulges 
frequent intervals of Eaſe , Satisfaftion, and Plea- 
ſure: though it ſpices and fweerens their bitter Ctip 
with ſome y”u_ intermixtures, to make the nau- 
ſeous Draught of Life go down with them more ca- 
fily ; yet when ever they compare the few goods 
they enjoy, with the many evils they ſuffer, and 
equally ballance their Pleaſures with their Pains, 
their Hopes with their Fears, their Succeſſes with 
their Croſſes, and their Enjoyments with their Diſ- 
appointments ; I make no doubt but they will find 
the latter turn the Scale, with a great deal of over- 
weight : and when the Evils of Humane Life do thus 
ſurmount the Goods, and its Senfe is oftener inpreffed 
witl Pain than with Pleaſure, it's a plain cafe, That 
Death is a Releaſe and Deliverance. 

2. If we conſider our Birth ſimply as an 
entrance into this Life, without any reſpe& to ano- 
ther , Death is preferible to it upon account of the 
good in which it inſtates us. Tis true indeed hw- 
mane Life hath its Pleaſures as well as its Pains ; 
buttheſe, alas! in their variety,are ſo ſcanty and few, 
that a very ſhort time ſuffices us to make a thro 
experiment of them all; and when we have done this 
once, alt our following Pleaſures are nothing but dif! 
repetitions of the ſame things. For the main of the 
Pleaſures of humane Life are tranſaQed ys 

ort 
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ſhort fpace of Twenty four Hours; ſo that in almoſt 
all the reſt of our Age, we do nothing elſe but only 
tread the ſame ſtage overand over, the ſameenjoyments 
always returning within the ſame compaſs of time. 
So that after we have been entertain'd a few years 
with nothing but the ſame returning Pleaſures, our 
_—_ to *em is quickly cloy'd, and at length we 
rife from %*em with loathing and fatiety : but then, 
alas ! in all this narrow circle of Pleaſures, the great- 
eſt - is little elſe but a mere privation of Pain and 
Milery , and 'tis not ſv much a poſitive that 
&s us, as the removal of ſome afflicting evil. 

hus Eaſe and Reſt are only fo far pleaſing to us, as 
they remove our pain and wearineſs ; for when theſe 
are removed, the Plea ſure is over,and in alittle time we 
are weary again of our reſt and eaſe, till pain and wea- 
rineſs return and ſweeten *em and give them anew and 
grateful reliſh. And fo when we are weary of Reft, 


we are fain to recreate our ſelves with Action; and 


when we are weary of ACtion, we are fain to refreſh 
our ſelves with Reſt : and. ſo round and round again 
in the ſame Circle, Thus Eating and Drinking are 
only ſo far pkaſant to us, as they afſwage the pain of 
our Hunger and Thirſt; and when this is removed, 
the Pleaſure ceaſes ; and till it returnsagain upon us, 
we cannot eat or drink with Pleaſure. So again the 
Pleaſure 'of Health conſiſts in not being pained or di- 
ſeaſed. - The Pleaſure of Recreation in being diver- 
ted from the tot! and hurry of Bufineſs. And as for 
all the phantaſtick Pleaſure men' take in —_ of 
Wealth, Heights of Preferment, and Pufts PO- 
pular Applanle, there.is very little real in it, beyond 
a mere privation of the miſeries of Want, Scorn, 


and Infamy. Thus moſt of the Pleaſures of tu- . 
mane life, are only ſo many ſhort Reprieves from 


the 
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' the Griefs, Troubles, and Diſpleaſures of it, ſo 


for in this Life, which is not reaſonably to be expe- 
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jmtermiſfions of its Pains--and Diſeaſes. And the 
main of all our Happineſs here, conſiſts in not be- 
ing ſenſible of miſery ; of which, .if we-had never 
lived, 'we had never been ſenſible, and when we die 
ſhall never be ſenlible more, that is, ſuppoſing Death 
to be/an utter extinQion of all Life, both here and 
hereafter, which is the notion under which I am now 
conſidering it : and then, whereas our preſent Indo- 
lence, . or Inſenſibleneſs of miſery, is at beſt but par- 
tial and imperfe&, (for to our profoundeſt eaſe there 
alwaysiclings ſome uneaſie circumſtance, our higheſt 
Pleaſares have always their appendeant ſtings, and 
our. {weeteſt Guſts their bitter farewels) Death 
inſtates us in a perfe& inſenſibleneſs, and cures us at 
once of all diſeaſes : when we go down to make our 
beds in the duſt, there we fleep on in an intire Indo- 
lence; there are no midnight qualms, no convulſive 
ſtarts, or melancholy dreams to diſcompoſe our reſt, 
but all is, huſh and till, ſoft and quiet round about 
us ; there the wicked ceaſe from trouble, as Job expreſ- 
ſes it, thereithe wearied are at reſt, there the priſoners 
reſt together, they hear not the voice of the Oppreſſors, 
the ſmall and great are there, and the ſervant is free 
from his maſter, Job 3. 17. Seeing therefore that Death 
renders us intirely inſenſible of Pain and Miſery, 
and the beſt of Life, even the Pleaſure of it, is little 
elſe but a non-perception of Pain, and that a partial 
one too; it hence follows, That Death conſider'd in 
it ſelf and without reſpe&t to the conſequence of it, 
is really preferible to Lite. 

3. Death is alſo preferible to Life, upon account 
of the Hopes and Fears ariſing from the goods and 
evils 10 bach, For if there be no good to be hoped 


Qed 
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Qed in Death ; if. there: be no- evil; to-be: dreaded in 
Death, which is 'not "more to. be dreaded in Life, 


then it's: plain, that Death is preferible before it. 
But[L b you what great good doth your Hope 


to: you in living? Is it that.you may pamper 
your - Luſts',- and entertain Ju Voluptuouſteſs a 
little longer ? The meaning of which is nomore than 
this, That you may appeaſe. the rage of your own 
deſire with a ſhort enjoymest that. will, but the 
more inflame them, and thes;!when they are; more 
inflamed, you may appeaſe them again with the ſame 
enjoyment ;, that 1s to ſay, :you, would. fain be; caſed 
from the importyunate cravings: of an; inſatiable Ap: 


| petite, from, which, ,when all is done, there 'is.,nq4 
: thing will perkttly cafe + but 'a mouthful of Earth, 


| and that, by extingui 


ing the Appetite, will for 


' ever fatisfie its craving, and then you will be per- 


| beſeech ye, never to b 


fefly - at reſt. For which is the greater good, I 
at all, -or-to endure- the 
in-of Hunger, only: for -the ure of Eating ? 
th not the impatience of your delire; which is a 
Pain, (generally abide a great deal longer on your 


| Appetite, 'than the Pleaſure of fſatisfaQion ?..and do 


ye: not 6nd ypon an equal compariſon, of . that 


| the length of - the pain of your deſire, doth more 


than countervail the pleaſure of 


our enjoyment * 
But 'now in Death all deſire cea 


» . and, fo: what 


; you loſe-in-being- deprived .of the Pleaſure of ;ſatis- 


tation, you: gain with;advantage,,.in being cured 


| of the pain of deſire. Or would you live-that you 
| may get more plentiful Eſtates * the meaningot, which 
| is no morethan this, that you would fain be farther re; 


| 


moved from want: of: the,necefſaziesz/and convenigen- 


| cesof Life, and travſlate your kelves to fach;adiltangp 
| from wretched ind, as . that it never PE 
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be able to-reacty you : but this, alas! you" dn neved 
hope rv do, till you are tranſlated into the Grave. 
For if you were never {o rich, there-are & thouſand 
Accidents, (in this life, that can frip and deffdil!ye 
of alt, and fender' ys us' poor and indigent?as' ever; 
bur when you are dead; you are beyond alt want, be- 
cauſe you are beyond all appetite and deſire ; for they 
that have no huoger can want.no food, and they that 
feel n6 need ean need no ſupply. Once more, would | 
you live longer, / that hereafter you may live more at | 
eaſe, more fres from toil and tabour, and fatigue ? 
alas, poor Man, is it reſt thou ſeckeſt ? go ſeek itin | 
theGrave, for there it dwells,' not here. You ſtrange- 
ly miſtake, if.you imagine, that there are any cir+ 
curmftances here 1d'caſy, as ro be totally exempt from 
Rtigue and uneafinefs ; but in the Grave, all is per- 
fealy Mill and quiet, there are no cares nor fears, no 
hurryings nor Kramblings, ao juſtling or countermi- | 
hing of one another ; but at the once buſy- Attors art | 
there huſhe into perfef'reft and repofe. Thus the | 
main of al! the goods that we hope for in Life, are on. 
oy to be found in Death, But then on the contrary, | 
hat great evil is there that you dread in Deach-? Is | 
it thacr muſt part from your Friends, and never | 
enjoy their Converſation more ? And what then, Are *' 
you nor thany tires fain to part with yourFriendshere © 
wpon far worſe terms than Death ?. How many Friends | 
have you been ſorcedtopart with uportheiritreachery 7 
vnd falfhood, upon their diſingenuous uſage ,'batba- | 
tous affronts, and unjuſt provocations ? And how &o | 
you know but ere long you may be forced to part from | 
the Friends you are now ſo loth to part with,upon the | 
fime termg * When you go to 'the Grave , indeed | 
yott wilthave nv<Friends to adviſe, 'or- comfort, or þ 
aA ye. But then as you wilt have none, fo firſt yon 


will ' 
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will need none ; for as there are no difficulties in the 
Grave, {0 there can need nocounſels; as there are no di- 
ſtreſſes, ſotherecan need nocomforts; as there are no 
pretenGions, ſ&there can need:noaſſiltances ; and thea 
asyou will have no true Friends to adviſe, or comfore, 
or afſiſt ye, { you will have no falſe ones to abuſe, 
aggrieve and betray you;and to be delivered from theſe 
is, I doubt, generally ſpeaking, at leaſd a ſufficient re 
compence for the loſs of shgſe. But O when [you die, 
you mult leave the Company of Men, converle and 
talk no more, laugh and rejoice ao more, bur be laid 


| upin Everlaſting DarkneKs and Silence. And what 


then? As you wil leave behind ye the Sbciety of Men, 


ir | ſo you will ave theddeſire of their Society, and what 


you ceaſe to deſire, you will ceaſe to want; and when 
| youceaſe to want it, what harm will it be tobede- 


prived of it? But then as you will be deprived of the 


' pleaſure of human Society'; {o you wall alſo-be deli- 
; verd fromthe trouble and vexation of it : you will 
| no more be grieved with the falfſhood and treachery 
| of it, no more be harraſled with the follics and impor- 


tinencies of it, no more be teezed with the peeviſhacs 


and infofeacies, the diſcords and wranglings of «ty but 
/ be forever removed one bf ail the cedious aorſe, - aca] 
; vexatious turgults that attend it. And what 'if you 
! ceaſe to laugh, to rejoice, and to be merry, you will 
| afſoceaſe to weep, and ſigh, and groan; vdid,Famapt 
' to think, if you could ſo compount'the bufined-of 
| Life, — with all the joys of &, to be diſchar- 


ed from all che ſorrows of it, *ewould be at kaftn 
ng bargain, But alas, when you come v0 die, you 


| wait be ck and in pain and undergo many a mortal 


pang and conyulfion your tough Heart-(trings 


| and Eye-ftrings will crack. This may beindeed, and 
FOR * it may not be: but ſuppoſe che work, Are there no 


C 2 pains 
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'10very| We'rerider: our; preſent being 


pains in Life as'well as in: Death , no aking of Head, 


or griping of Bowels, no-tortures of Gour, or Stone, | 


or Strangury ? -l am ure you moſt of you know the 
coritrary by woful experieoce; and Ian apt to-think, 
that, upon-a juſt computation, ene-years- pains of the 
moſt caly. Life you can hope to. lead, will be found 


—_—_— toafew days pain of the moſt uneaſyDeath. 
thenthe. evils we fear-1n Deathy arg generally grea- 


tetin Life, -and the:goods we hopt for 4a Life are to - | 


be:found with greater, advantage 1n'Death '; 'then ce-- 


tainly; if we conſider our Birth and Death, meerly as | 
our:Entrance into,” and::Exit out of Life, tt is, general- : 


ly fgeaking;: better to die thanco be; borne; -/, + 
And ſo-Lpalſs on tothe'ſetconthNotion;or reſpeR 


under which we are to conſider que Birth and Death, 


viz. as an Entrance:into a wicked and.impenitent Life | 


here, andan-Exit intoa miſerable Life hereafter, The 
4rih-of/;it is,,000-Life and De@lk canſitlered micecly 
in themſelves; arethings fo-veryinear indzfferent; that 


they are Goods or Eyils, Bleſſings or Cyrſes to us, as | 
we amproveand make em; for 1t is only in reſpeCt to | 


the happy;or'miſerable-Life. bezzond this;; that ito; hiye 
oddie is argood:orartevit;-if welive fo ;hereas.to in- 
Inge ot 
'xender our Life an ineſtimable Bleſſing; to us; for be- 
fides,:that by hving Soberly, Righteo 


— 
pY - 


'tQ happy Lite hereafter, we hereby | 
and Gogly, | 


-and:thereby .zatitling. out ſelyes ow ppc | 
' 'S | 


' [BOTS #8 
comfortable : Befides that, we eicape the Pains, 'and 
the Diſeafes, the Vexations and Incommogities, to 
which vitious courſes do almoſt neceſſarily ex 


and acquire a far more ſincere and grateful reliſh of the 


leaſures and comforts of this' Lite: Beſides this, I 
y, we intail upon our preſent Life a future reward | 
ſo iummeogſe, as is abundantly ſufficient to-make us 


amends! 
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amends for.all the poſſible Evils and Calamities of ir; 
and upon theſe accounts, and theſe only it is, that the 
prolongation: of our Life is in Scripture repreſented 
and iſed as a Blefſing. But if on the contrary, 
we ſo live here as to intatl upon our ſelves -a Life of 
Eternal wretchedneſs and miſery hereafter, we render 
our Life the greateſt Plague and Curle to us : for how 

jovial foeyer our preſent being may be, *tis at beſt but 

a ſhort:Comucal Prologue to-an Everlaſting Tragedy. 

And if we: ſhould eſcape all the miſchiefs that are na- 

turally incident to Vice, and reap only the pleaſures; 

yet *twould be far better for-us never to have lived at 

all, than to live happily.for-a few moments, .ſo as to 

live miſerably fori ever, -If therefore our: Birth prove 

only anentrance to a wicked and&.impenitent Life, we 

have only: one of. theſe three things feaſonably to 

wiſh for. Firſt; That we had.never been Born, ſee- 

ing *twould have been a thouſand rimes better, for us 

never to:;have been at al,than to be only ina: tolerable 

condition: for a: few moments, and: then to be miſera- 

ble for ever. | But ſincewe are horn, and- tis in;yain 

for us toiwiſhyichat what is, had[never been ;; the next 

200d -1vie'tavecto wiſh foris, that-we:may, never die, 
Jeciog how 'undelfirable [oever)our:prefent being is, it 
15 certainly far more defireablethanHell,and 'ris much 
better for us to lead 'a Lite: worſe than-Death, than to 

die.into Everlaſting;Horrour and Deſpair: : [But fince 
At is3n 'yain for us to willithatiweimay live for: ever 

here, it being irrevocably 'appdinted for alt-njen once 

to die ;' the next reaſonable ied of our wiſhes (chat 
is, {ſuppoſing we fin on, and never repent} is,. that 
we may-'die quickly,. ſeeibg all.che. while we live, we 
ſhall but treaſure up mdre wyastr againſt the daycof 
wrath, and heat the Furnace of our future: Torment 
ſtill hotter and hotter ; for all the time we live here, 
luppoſing. 


—_— — — 
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| ſuppoſing that we ftill live wickedly, weareonly ad- 


ding new Items to our account , and inflaming the 
reckoning of our future puniſhment : and therefore 
unleſs/ we at length repent and amend, it were. far 
better for us to die now, than to live 'twenty years 
longer. For if we die now, we ſhall have much leſs 
to anſwer for, much leſs guilt to expiate, and conſe- 
queatly much leſs puniſhment to indure. Whereas if 
we live twenty years longer, we ſhall but add twenty 
years Sia and Impennence to our account; which will 
make ſuch a dreadful addition-to our puniſhment, that 
all the poſſible pleaſures we can reap from our tweant 
years Sin, will be infinitely ſhort of making us mals 
tor it, Wherefore conſidering our Birth as an entrance 
into a wicked Life, and tly our Death as an 
Exit into an Ecernally miſerable one ; it is _—_— 
better for us, ſeeing we mult die at laſt, to die now, 
than to hve. Þ 322 

III. and laſtly, We will conſider our Birth as an 
entrance into a pious and virtuousLife,and conſequent- 
ly our Death as an Exit into an happy Innnortality 
hereafter. The beſt thing in humane Lite, is Piety and 
Vertue, wirhout which, it is all a meer Wilderneſs, 
an empty flat Parenthefis of Time, clalped inonenher 
ſide with Eternity ; but he who lives pi and vir- 
tuouſly, lives a Life worth the living, a Lite that ere 
long will terminate an a rome ummortality, And 
to lead ſuch a Life is richly worth the while to be 
born ; becaufe the end and expiration of it, is only a 
ſecondBirth into an eadtefs Lite and Happineſs: upon | 
which account, though a pious Life is of all others | 
the beſt and moſt excellent Lite ; yet is the Death that | 
concludes it, far moteeligible and advantageous , and 
that upon theſe four accounts. | 


1, Be- 
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x. Becauſe it puts vs into a far better ſtate of 
health and vigour. 
9. Becauſe it inſtates vs in far better injoyments. 
-$, Becauſe it tranflates us to far better Company. 
4. Becauſe it fixes us in a far more certain and 
permanent poſſeſſion of all. 
t. Becanſeit puts usintoa far better ſtate of health 
and vigour. For though there 1s no doubt but an exact 
Vertue and regularity of Life is a very great preſer- 
vative from many of the Diſcafes and Infirmities that 
are incident to Mortality, as well as a very ſtrong 
Cordial to ſupport us under *em; yet we find by wo- 
ful 'experience, that it is no exemption from 'em, or 
mfallible Antidote againſt 'em. - The beft Men have 
oftentimes but a very crazy health, and do anguiſh 
out their days in a great deal of pain and uneaſineſs ; 
and evenin their moſt healthy and vigorous ſtate,they 
have their fickly intervals, ther weariſom days and 
ſkeplefſs Nights, their Gripes and Qualms, an —=- 
ful Opprefſions, and a great part of their Life is fo ve- 
ry grievous and afflictive, that *twould be an caſe ro 
'em to be infenſible : and which is the worft of all, 
fuch is the vital union between their fleſh and ſpirit, 
that they always mutually ſympathize wrh'each 0- 
ther, ſo that when ever the one is weary, or ſick, or 
pained, the other faints, and droops,- and languiſhes ; 
by reaſon of which, when ever their Body 15 indiſpo- 
ſed, its a clog and burthen to their Souls, that inſtead 
of affſting, hampers and intangles it in all its beft and 
nobleſt operations, and even m the exerciſe of her 


{ Religion, (which when ſhe is free and vigoraus,is 1n+ 


whilft this nimble and aQtive ſpirit within us is confi- 


comparably the moſt delightful ſphere of ation,)ren- 
ders her dull, fopme; and liſtloſs? Thus in thus mortal 
ftare' we' are well neither in Body nor Soul; and 


ned 


"hed to operate by theſe unwicldy Organs of Bleſb,thiey 


will be more or leſs a conſtant check upon. jts natural 
vigour -and aQtivity. Bur when Death ſhall paxt this 
ill-matched pair,and ſeparate the Aviegirom the dead, 
the weary -and heavy-laden, Soul wil preſently find 
her ſelf ſtrangely at eaſe : and being at once releaſed 
from all the incumbrances of this mortal ſtate,and from 
all the annoyances of fleſh and blood, ſhe will imme- 
diately feel the natural ſtrength and vigour of herowa 
Legs and Wings, 'which before were hampered ,and 
benumm'd, and with unſpeakable nimbleneſs and ala- 
crity. mount up to the Immortal Regions, where be- 
ing far removed out of the noiſe and participation 'of 
all theſe bodily paſſions and grievances, ſhe ſhall com- 
plain no more of a Cloudy Brain , or an aking Head, 
of wearied Limbs, or drooping Spirits, or oppreſſed 
Bowels ;- but ſhall live for ever in perfeQt eaſe, health 
and vigour. If therefore it. be better to be well than 
ſick, to be ateaſe than weary, to be ſprightly and vi- 
gorous than dull and liſtleſs ; then certainly it is in- 
comparably better for a good Man that hath a right 
to a better life hereafter, to die than to live. 

2. Becauſe Death inſtates us in far better in- 
joyments than any this Life will afford. For in the 
higheſt injoyments of this Life, there is far more of 

hantaſtry than of real good , as is evident from 
worry becauſe we always find, that our imagination 
of things is much bigger than our injoyment of 'em ; 
and while we are in purſuit of *em, we ſtill phancy 
we ſhall be much more happy in 'em, than we [= our 
ſelves when we.come to poſſeſs'em. For ſuch wretched 
counterſeits are moſt of theſe outward goods,that they 
will not bear the teſt of. a long fruicion, and how-tair 
and big ſoever they may ſeem in the eye of, our. expe- 
Qation; yet injoying 'em preſently rifles and deflowers 
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2 tions of a Ravenous Appetite, and thus —_— be- 
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Fem, and die away in your. injoyment of them, 
| | D 06 
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**m: the firſt taſte of *em indeed is commonly very 
grateful to us, but after we have often re 1 it, 1t 

ws flat, and after that, loathſome. When wehave 
bo little of what our appetite craves, we are not con 
tented, but ſtill impatient for more; and when we 
+ have our load of it, we loath it, ſo that in reality 
our pleaſures conſiſt only in being reſtleſs, till we are 
aweary, and diſpleaſed till we can feel no pleaſure. 
2 Fortill it hath pleaſed us,it is not a pleaſurezand when 
2 it hath pleaſed us, it ceaſes to be ſo. In ſhort therefore, 
*- All that which we call pleaſure and happineſs here, is 
: only a great and eager expeQation of pleaſure : for no 
| ſooner hoo we taſted the objects of our expeQtation, 
- but the pleaſure dies, and fo like Bees in a Garden, 
> we hum and rove about from Flower to Flower, and 
: as ſoon as we have taſted one, and exhauſted its ſweet- 
* neſs, we leave it and fly away to another; thus ſeek- 
' ing in vain to Eternize our pleaſure by a continued 
| ſucceſſion and circle of varieties. And now methinks 


ed LO Dn 


3 after wehave made ſo many Tryals of the truth of all 


! this, we ſhould at length you impatieat of being 
: ſtill impoſed upon by 'the ſame repeated impoſture, 
| and be aweary of this Scene of Vanities , wherein we 
| are thus perpetually toſſed to and fro by our own un-' 
* fatisfied deſires, thus diſtrated by the uncertain mo- 


* wilder'd by following the roving diQates of a blind 


2 Imagination, that would fain be happy, but knqws 


# not how. But if you caſt your Eyes beyond the Grave 
Jinto that ſtate of Life whereinto Death admits ye, 
{there you will find a far more fatisfaftory account of 


things; there you will find pleaſures that will abide 


upon your Palate, and will indure an Eyerlaſting fru- 
$#ition, that will not wither while you are imelling.to 
ut 


rather 
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| fories, are tranſient, and do quickly flip away, ſo } 


rather improve upon your taſt, and be growing Erer- | 


nally more and more reliſhing and grateful. For Heas | 
ven is but one continued joy, one.uninterrupted ſen« ; 
ſation of pleafure, which by pleaſing grows more | 
pleafant, and the longer it is injoyed, the more it ra- 

viſhes the Injoyer. And whereas our preſent pleaſures, | 
conſiſting in the vehement motion of our material ſen» | 
that we muſt reſt awhile before we can renew 'em and. | 
begin the motion again ; thoſe Heavenly Pleaſures. ' 
are fuch as will indeed vehemently affeft and move, 
but. never weary the faculties of the Injoyer : nay, will 

de fo far from'ſpendingand — *em, that they | 
will more and more ſtrengthen and improve 'em ; * 
for they are all of *em rational pleaſures, and thar *' 
which pleafes true reaſon once, pleaſes it for ever ;. * 
and ſtil the more it: is tjoyed, the more it pleaſes: and | 
where the good that is injoyed is no leſs than God: | 
Wimfelf, who is not only a rational but an infinite * 
good, it muſt do ſo. For in the fruition of an 
infinite good , which can never be fully injoyed by © 
us finite Creatures, but in an infinite ſucceſſion of in» * 


joyments; every new delight muſt raiſe a new deſire, - 


and every new deſire find a new delight for ever; and 
ſo till rhe more we know of him, the more we ſhall j 
love him ; and the more we love him, the more we 
fhall rejoice in him ; and the more we rejoice. in him, 7 
the more we fhall know, and love, and rejoice 
anew ; and in this blefſed Circle we ſhall move round : 
for ever. Fhus all the injoyments of our future Life” 
are pregnant with eternal pleafures ; ſuch as inſtead” 
of being ſpear by fruition, will to all Eternity be ins? 
creaſed and multiplied: and if this be ſo, thenicer- 
rainly, for ſuch as are prepared for Heaven, and ins! 
titled to it, it 15 incomparably better to die my 4 
ive ; 
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live ; ſeeing by Death they only exchange the mean 
and trifling, the imaginary and phantaſtick injoyments 
of this Life, for ſuch as are vaſtly greater and better. 

3. Becauſe Death tranſlates us to far better Com- 
pany than any we can here converſe with ; for conſi- 
dering the folly and-tegeneracy of humane nature, 
there 1s no great good to be expeted here from hu- 
mane Society : but while we live among men, we 
muft be content with ſuch converſation as we find,and 


* notalways expe to find ſuch as we would have.Some- 
| times we muſt be entertained with an empty tedi» 
: ous din of impertinencies , and either be content to 
* bore our Ears to the {lavery of attending to it, or to 


be accounted rude, or proud and conceited ; ſometimes 
we muſt bear with paſſion and peeviſhaels, or live, 
like Salamanders, 1a the Firs of wrangling and con- 
tention ; ſometimes we muſt ruffle with inſolence, or 
content our ſelves to be always abuſed, and born 
down by it ; ſometimes we muft guard our ſelves a- 
gainſt treachery and falſhood, and converſe with cau- 
tion, and reſerve, or be tually expoſed to a thou- 
fand ſnares and miſchiefs; tometimes we muſt eadure 
the nauſeous ſteam of fulſome Ribaldry, or which is 


4} worſe, the horrid ſoundof profaneaeſs and blaſphemy, 


or elſe be hiſt out of Company, as pragmatick Uſurp- 
ers upon the freedom of humane Converſation ; fome- 
times we muſt be plagued with the Serpentine hiſſing, 


and poiſonous Breath of detraQtion and Calamny ; and | 


ſometimes be cruciated with the malice and _— 
nence of backbiting and goſliping; of baſe and faile io- 
nuendo's,fly and injurious infinuations. We muſt ſome» 
_—— br np ro condutted _ the 
Civility and Friendſhip; pious pre- 

tended to nes ambitious deſigns ; Charity and 
Unioa extoll'd to advance revenge and divifion; __ 
D 2 or 
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for publick good, counterfeited _y to ſerve private- 
10ns and intereſt; all which are high grievances to 
men of integrity and good nature: Yet ſome, or all 
theſe things, we are fain to indure 1n the moft of our 
Converſations with men. _ Here is Society indeed! |; 
*twould even provoke a wile and good Man, to ery * 
out of it with the Prophet, O that I had iz theWilder- * 
neſs a loaging plate of wayfaring men, that I might leave | 
my people and go fram 'em; for they are all Adulterers, an 
Aſſembly of treacherous men ; they bend their tongues like 
their Bows, for lies, but they. are not valiant for the truth 
wpon the Earth. Take ye heed every one of his Neighbour, * 
aud truſt ye not in any Brother ;, for every Brother will ut- * 
terly ſupplant, and every Neighbonr will walk with landers, © 
and they will deceive every one his Neighbour, and will not 
ſpeak the truth ; they have taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, 
and weary themſelves to commit iniquity. Bleſſed Come 
pany this, for a wiſe Man to be fond of, or for the 
dear ſake of it, to be unwilling todie !: eſpecially con- 
fidering to how much better Company Death intro- 
duces us, viz. into the Company of. bleſſed Angels, 
and of the Spirits of juſt Men made perfe& ; that is, 
into the Company of the moſt refined Spirits, the moſt 
wiſe and knowing, the moſt kind and begign, the 
moſt. courteous. and communicative, the moſt faithful 
and juft, the moſt humble and meek ; in ſhort, the 
maſt every. thing, that can render Company delight- ' 
ful and indearing : ſo that with them our converſati- ' 
on will be a perpetual intercourſe of wiſdom and love, |; 
£Edelity and truth, without jealouſy or deſign, caution ? 
-er:reſerve, but all frank and open, Heart with Heart, : 
and Soul with Soul. O blefſed Society, where every * 
one 1s a_ Friend to every one, and every Friend hath in 
hun all the accompliſhments that-can render a Friend? 
an ineſtimable. Jewel ; where all. are happy to _ 
utmoltg 
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utmoſt wiſhes, and-every one rejoices and ſhares in 
every ones happineſs.Here isSociety indeed to our own 
hearts deſire, Society worth dying for, and, which is 
more, worth gng tor for ever. And if ſuch be the 
Society that Death lets us into, I leave any man to 
judge , whether it be not much better for us to go 


away from. hence,to leave this faithleſs, peeviſh and ill- 


- natured World; than to ſtay any longer, or converſe 


any longer, like Briars with Thorns, where there is 
nothing but rending and tearing on both ſides. . 

4. And laſtly, Becauſe Death fixes us in a- far 
more certain and permanent poſſeſſion of all.. While 
we live here,. how uneaſfily ſoever, we are ſtill fond 
of living; but ſtill we know that &er long we muſt 
die, and leave all that is dear to us.upon earth: and 
the proſpect of. that, many times, . gives-us more trou- 
ble and diſturbance. than Dearth it ſelf. So that all the 
time we hve we are like thoſe that live under the Pain 
and —_— of the Stone; they know very well that 
they. have. but one remedy for their miſery, and that 
is cutting ; but this alas is hazardous and painful, and - 
therefore though they muſt cometo it ar laſt, yet they 
axe extreamly unwilling; they would tain be well, but 
ſtill they. would fain have a little longer refpite from 
their remedy, and fo they ſtill groan on, and till in- 


dure, not only the pain of their Diſeaſe, bur alſo the 
pu expectation of the future inciſion : whereas, 


ad they been cut at firſt, perhaps they had long ſince 
been cured of both, Thus we, while we are linger- 
ing out this wretched Life, know very well, that we 
have but one remedy, and that is Death : But Oh, cry - 
we, tis a grievous one! and what then ? -we certainly 


know we mult indure it at-laſt, but yet we would 
_ fain live a little longer, rhat is, we would fain indure 


the pain of living, and the painful expeQation of dy= 
mg : 
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ing a little longer. Whereas had we now but the pati- 
ence and courage to undergo the dreadful operation, 
we ſhould be releaſed from both as ſoon as ever it is 
over, and, in a few moments,reſtored to eternal health 
and eaſe. And whereas while we live here, we are 
in a continual flow and reflow of things, at caſe this 
moment, in pain the next ; rich to day, poor to mor- 
row ; now advanced to the top of the Wheel, anon 
cruſht underneath it ;. and fo inſecure of every 
good , . that our proſpett of being deprived of it 
{till imbitters our Enjoyments. Death tranſlates us 
into an Eternal Poſlefſion of all delireable good, 
and ſets us beyond the reach both of Time and 
Chance, ina ftate of Being and Happineſs that ad- 
mits-no change or interruption; that 15 not to be mea- 
{ured by Hours-or Moments, by Years or Centuries, 
or Myriads or IndiQtions, bur runs on, in an everlaſt- 
i0g Flux of Duration; every part whereof is equally, 
becauſe infinitely, diſtant from a Period. For that Hap- 
ineſs, in which Death inſtates us, being infinite, we 
all always need as well as have, and always have as 
well asneed an Eternity of Fruition fully to enjoy it. So 
that during every preſent moment of our happineſs, we 
ſhall feel bur ſelves poſſeſt with Eternal Apes of Hap- 
pines to come; and together with every Pleaſure that 
we taſte this moment, enjoy the fore-taſte of an Eter- 
nity of Pleaſure, which will ſuperadd an inconceiva- 
ble Sweetneſs and Reliſh to it, and render it grateful 
and delicious, beyond all imagination. Seeing there- 
fore that Death only prefers us from an uncertain and 
{lippery poſſeſſion of Goods, to a fixt and Eternal one ; 
if a caotinned Happineſs be better than an interrupt- 
ed one, and everlaſting Joy than a moment's Enjoy- 
ment ; then, certainly, it muſt be better for us, incom- 
parably better, to dre than to live. 
| Having 
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Having thus proved at large the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition, 1 ſhall cloſe up all with two or three Infe. 
rences. | 


INFERENCE L 


1, From hence I infer how unreaſonable it is for 
Men to value themſelves upon any of. the prefent 
circumſtances of this Life: For it Death in all 
theſe reſpeRs is preferible to Life, then, to be ſure, 
the beſt Circumſtances of this Life are very mean 
and inconfiderable ; much too mean. for a Man' to 
value himſelf upon, that is born' to live for ever, 
{eeing this mortal Life is ſo very light and incon- 
ſ:derable, as that even Death it felf {in the Ballance 
of a reaſonable eſtimation) out-weighs it. . He there- 
fore that values himſelf by any thing, but by his 1m- 
mortal Soul, by which he 1s for ever to out-live 
this poor inconſiderable Life, and by thoſe things. 
which are its proper Graces, and. Ornaments ; begins 
at the wrong end of himſelf, forgets his Jewels,' and 
eſtimates: his Eſtate by his Lumber :- and. yet, good 
God , what fooliſh meaſures do the generality of men 
take of themſelves | Were we not forc'd to it, by too 
many woful Experiments, it would be a hard thing 
for us to imagine; that any reaſonable Creature, -who 
believes himfelf compounded of a mortal Body, and 
an immortal Soul, ſhould: be ſo ridiculous, as to value 
himſelf by the little trifling advantages of a well-co- 
loured Skin, a Sute of fine Clothes, a Puff of popular 
Applauſe, or a large Heap of. white and red Eaxth : 
And yet, God help us, theſe are che only things, al- 
moſt, by which we value, and difference our ſelves 
from one another. You, forſooth, area much better 
Man than your Neighbour, who is « poor manger 

; e 
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ble Wretch, a little creepmg deſpicable Animal, not 
worthy the notice or cognizanee of ſuch a Man as 


yon, Why, in the name of God, Sir, what- is the 
-matter ? Where is this mighty difference between you 


and him? Hath he not a Soul as well as you? A Soul 
that is capable to live as long, and to be as happ 

as your's? Yes, this you cannot deny ; but you than 

God for't, you are, notwithſtanding this, an other- 
guiſe Man ths he ; you have a much hand{omer Body 
than he; and, to your great comfort, it's apparelled 
too much more finely and faſhionably : You live in 
a far more ſplendid Equipage, and have a larger Purſe 
to maintain-1t, and your Name is much more 1n vogue, 
and makes a far greater noiſe in the World. Burt 1s 
this all the difference then between your mighty ſelves 
and this wretched Neighbour of yours? Alas, poor 
Man! a few days more will quite put an end to all 
this; and when once your rich Attires are reduc'd to 
a Winding-ſheet, and all your vaſt Poſleſſions to ſix 
foot of Earth, What wil! become of all thele litrle 
Trifles, by which you value your ſelves? Where then 
will be the Beauty, the Wealth, the Port, and Garb, 
which yu are now ſoproud of ? Then this lovely Bo- 
dy will look as pale and gaſtly ; this puft, and lofty 
Soul will beleft as bare, as poor, and naked, as this poor 
deſpiſed Neighbour's :: and ſhould you now meet his 
wandring Ghoſt in the vaſt World of Spirits, what 
would you have to boaſt of more than he, now that 
your Beauty 1s wither'd, your Wealth vaniſhed, and all 
your outward Pomp and Splendour ſhrouded in the 
Horrours of a ſilent Grave ? Now -you will have no- 
thing to diſtinguiſh you from the moſt contemprtible, 
unleis you have wiſer and better Souls : and by. how 
much the more you were reſpeCted for your Beauty, 
Wealth, Garb, and Equipage, in this World; by - 
I MmUuCc 


» Se RR Om en ha ie 


o — 
» i wnw*. 


F' 
$ 
b.. 
# 


© Funeral of the lateLozd Mayes, | 


much you will be the more deſpiſed for your Pride 
and Infolence, Senſuality and Covetouſneſs, in the 
other. Let us therefore learn to value our ſelves 
by that which will abide by us, by our immortal 
Souls, and by thoſe heavenly Graces which do adorn 
and. accompliſh 'em; by our Humility and Devotion, 
our Charity and Meekneſs, our Temperance and Ju- 
ſtice, which are ſuch Preheminencies as will ſurvive 
our Funerals, and diſtinguiſh us from baſe and abje& 
Souls for ever. But for an immortal Being to value it 
ſelf by any of theſe temporary — is, ia the. 
ſame degree, ridiculous, as *twas for the Emperour 
Nero to value himſelf for being an excellent Fid- 


ler. 


INFERENCE II. 


2. From hence I infer, what little reaſon there is 
for Men, who have any good hope of a better Lite, 
to be afraid of Death: tor if Death it ſelf be, _=_ 4 
jult computation, preferible to this Life, why ſhould 
that Man be afraid of exchanging this Life for Death, 
who hath any juſt ground to hope for Eternal Life in- 
to the bargain. If Death be an advantage, conſidered 
only as ir is an Exit from the Troubles of this Life, 
how much more is it ſo,conſider'd as it is anEatry into 
the Glories and Beatitudes of the other; and there- 
fore if you will allow it to be unreaſonable for ſick 
Men to be afraid of their Recovery; for Slaves to 
tremble at the news of a Jubilee ; for Priſoners to be 
grieved at their Gaol-Delivery ; how much more un- 
reaſonable is it, for a good Man to be afraid of dy1 
which, to him, is but a momentany paſlage from-Sick- 
neſs to Eternal Health, from Labour to Eternal Reſt, 
from Confinement to Eternal Liberty. ' 93; 
E Coaſider 
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Heaven and Earth, from whence you might take a 


Conſider, I befeech you, what great Goods are there 
it) this Life that you have juſt reaſon to be fond of; what 
Evik in the other that you have any cauſe to be afraid 
of ? Suppoſe that your departed Soul were this moment ? 
onthe wing, mounting upwards towafds the Celeſtiat 
Abodes, and that, at {ome convenient Rand, berween | 


full proſpe& of both, you were now making a pauſe 
to ſurveigh and compare et with one another : Sup- 
that having viewed over all the Glories above, | 
that having heard the Melodies of Angels, and taſted 7 
the Beatifical Joy ; you were now looking down again | 
twith yourMinds fill'd and raviſhed withthoſe glorious. © 
Idea*s)upon this miſerableWorld,and thatall in a view, * 
you beheld the vaſt number of Men and Women, that, * 
at this time, are fainting for want of Bread; of young 
Men that are bleeding under the Sword of War; of ; 
ans that are lamenting over the Graves of their * 
Pardnts; of Mariners that are ſhricking in a ſtorm, ? 
under the'diſmal apprehenſion of being ſtranded, or 
tunderd ;- of miſerable People that are groaning up- | 
on fick Beds, ot rackt with Agonies of Conſcience, © 
that are weeping with want, or mad with oppreſſion, * 
or- deſperate by too quick a ſenſe of a continued in- © 
Felicity. ſ, I ſay, you had ſeen at two diſtin © 
views, all t glorious things above, and theſe diſs + 
mal things below ; would you not be glad at your © 
hearts that you were gone from hence, that you were © 
outof the noiſe and participation of ſo many Evils and 
Calamities? Would you not be a thouſand times more 
aftaid of returning from thence, than ever you were 
of poing from hence thither ? doubtleſs you would : * 
Why then ſhow not your Experience of the Mrſe- ” 
ries-here, and your belief of the Felicities there, pro. |: 
duce in you the [ſame effeQt; and make you o_ | 
DE ully 
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fully willing, when ever God pleaſes to call you, to 
anteags this wretched Life for that bleſſed Immor- 


tality ? | 
INFERENCE Ill. 


3. And laſtly, From hence I infer, what is the pro- 

end and. uſe of living ; namely, that it is ſo to live 

e, as that we may live happily hereafter. For if 
Death it {elf be better than this Life, then it can be 
upon no other account good for us to live, than as we 
live in order to our living for ever: And indeed it 
ſeems very ſtrange , that any reaſonable beings 
ſhould ever entertain ſuch mean and ſordid thoughts 
» of themſelves , ſuch narrow ſcantlings of their owg 
Capacities, as to think , that they were born to no 
other purpoſe,but ogly to cat and drink, and ſleep and 
wake tor twenty or thirty years together ; and allthis 
while to be only made the ſport of an inconftant For- 
tune, and bandied to and fro, like Tennis-Balls, upon 
the Rackets of every croſs turn. and revolution of 
chings : From pain to pleaſure, and from pleature to 
pain; fram fullneſs tro want; from hanour to-iafamy, 
- and ſoback again; and never toxyeſt in any one ſtate, 
: till the Game is plaid qut, and then 40 return jpto 


——A 


' Eternal Silence and Inlenſibilty. I profeſs, in my 


= moſt ſerious thoughts, I cannot but wonder, that one 


* who thinks fo abje&ly of himſelf, ſhould ever have 
> the Patience to outlive ſuch a thought , ta avoid the 
temptation of diſpatching himſelt aut of this crayd 
and hurry of Impertinencies, inta the dark retirement, 
of a quiet Grave. For upoa what ather account can, 


; , = this vain wretched Lite be delireable, than as it is a 


7 ſtate of trial and probation for Immortality and Hap- 


; pineſs ? Andiif upon this account alone it 1s deſirable, 
E 2 9 
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O good God ! How do thoſe Men cheat and abuſe 
themſelves, who build their Tabernacles here, and: 
aim at no' further Happineſs than this preſent ſtate: 
of things affords; who though they have Capacities 
large enough for a Heaven of immortal Joys, Facul- 
ties great enough to converſe with Angels, and com- | 
manicate with-'em in their higheſt Glories and Beati- | 
tudes, can yet fit down tamely ſatisfied with a condi-. 
tion ſo wretched and miſerable !* In the name of God. | 
therefore, let us now at laſt remember, that we are | 
born for higher things than theſe, for far more ſolid | 
and. ſubſtantial injoyments; and. conſidering this,. ' 
for ſhame let us rouze up our ſelves., and ſhake ' 
off this ſordid and degenerate temper, that makes us. * 
att ſo infinitely unbecoming the dignity of our ratio-. | 
nal and immortal Natures. And fince weare not on- ; 
ly fitted for a higher Happineſs, but alſo aſſured of in. * 
joying it, upon condition we qualify our ſelves for it, ! 
by acquiring theſeHeavenly diſpoſitions of Souls, with- | 
out which 1t is impoſſible for us to reliſh it: Let us 
new at length ariſe and dreſs our ſelves for Eternity, | 
by firſt putting of our Old Man, with all its corrupt 
Luſts and Aﬀettions, and then putting on the New, : 
which conſiſts in Repentance from dead Works, in 
fervent Love and-profound 'veneration of God, and a ; 
fineere ſubjeQtion to his Heavenly Will, in Tempes- © 
rance, Humility and Juſtice, and univerſal Charity to 
all Men. And-when we have thus arrayed-our ſelves, 
thus excellently adorned and beautified our Natures, * 
we have lived to-admirable purpoſe indeed ; lived-to # 
live happily for ever, to accompliſh our ſelves for the * 
eternal Embraces of the God of Love, and for the So-# 
ciety and Happineſs of Angels, and of. Blefſed Spi- } 
rits. 


And 
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add a few: Words upon the ſorrowſul Occaſion, wz. 
the Funeral of Sir bs Chapman, late Lord Mayor. 
of this famous City ; and that I may not ſay any 
thing of him, that ſhall look ike Flattery, or an 
over-kind Partiality, to his Memory : I will ſay no- 
thing of him , but what, I am ſure, all that knew 
him, as I did, will juſtifie ; and for thoſe that knew 
him not, I am ſure, 'twill be highly uncharitable for 
them to contradict me. I-cannot deny but that as 
he was a Man, ſo he had the Frailties of a Man, 
which common Charity obliges us to bury 1n Silence 
and Oblivion; but with thoſe Frailties he had a. great 
many excellent Qualities, in which, I heartily wiſh 
ſome Men would be as forward to imitate him, as 
they have been to cenſure and traduce him : For, I 
am ſure, if they were, *twould turn to a much better 
account to them , both here and hereafter. As for 
his Religion, I ſpeak it upon certain knowledge, 
he was a firm and hearty Proteſtant, of the Coms 
munion of the Church of England, that Church, which 
however it may be now reproach'd and vilify'd by 
an ungrateful Generation , was, not long. ago; the 
Fence of the Engliſh Laws and Liberties, and the 
only ſtanding Bank againſt the Inundations of Po- 
pery, when it. was threatning to overwhelm us all; 
of this Church , was our deceaſed Friend a Cordial 
and AﬀeGionate Son, he loved its Conſtitutian, fre» 
quented its Worſhip and Communion, and could his 
honeſt Zeal to it, have permitted him to trinck with 
Popery, (as ſome others did who_ made the loudeſt 
noiſe againſt it when there was no danger in View) 
and given it buta helping hand to deſtroy thoſe legal 
Securities that ſtood in its way , and (under God's 
Providence) were the only inſuperable Fence againſt 
it,. 


| And ſo I have done with the Text, and ſhall only 
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ir, he might have been, to my knowle:Jge, Lord Mayor 
ſoon enough to have ode-livgd his ry cr Þ ; 
and how well and wiſely he behaved himſelf in it, 
ynder the moſt difficult Circumſtances, how effeftu- 
ally he conſulted the City's Peace and Security, when 
Dangers inviron'd her on every ſide, how —y he 
pois'd himſelf amidit all Extreams, how prudently he 
weather'd the threatging Storm of military Force 
that kung over it, how happily he ſtem'd the diffi 
cult tide of Popular Commotion , which in other 
Parts bore down all before it; will perhaps be re- 
membred to his immortal Honour, whenever a more 
grateful Age fucceeds. I know, he hath been fre- 
quently charged with keepi: g ſecret Correſponden- 
cies with the Enemies of our Laws and Religion, 
and therein, of betraying the great Truſt repoled in 
him. But this is a Calumny as ridiculous, as it is 
falſe : for how was it poſſible tor a Perſon of my Lord 
Mayor's Figure, to convey himſelf inviſibly (as 
this Story pretends Sir John Chapman did) from one 
end of the Town to the other, without the privity 
of his own numerous Family, who knew nothing of 
the matter, or the cognizance of all that populous 
City between ? But this I certainly kgow, that fo 
far as the Laws of Civility and Duty would admit, 
he always induſtriouſly avoided all ſecret Converſa- 
tion, and made it the leading Principle of his Con- 
duQ, through all that difficult Scene of Afairs, to | 
aft upon no other ſecret Orders or Councils, bur 
what were firſt propoſed, and conſented to, by 
his worthy Brethren of the Court of Aldermen. 
And as he thus atted upon the ſquare, in all his 
blick Adminiſtrations; fo in his private Capacity, 

e was 4 Perſon of unſported Integrity and Tuſtice 
in all his Eatercourſgs with Men : One, _—_ 
verily 
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yerily believe , did never. wilfully wrong any man 
in the Workd; of the truth of which take one inftance 
for all: He having, many years agoe, had great Deal- 
ings with a- certain Perſon, well known in this City, 
there remain'd a large Account between *em, which, 
at length, was evened, adjuſted, and diſcharged on 
both ſides ;. but, ſeveral years after, he having ſome 
occaſion to review this Account, found there was a 
great miſtake 1nit,and that there remaineda very confi- 
derable Summ of Money due to his Correſpondent ; 
upon which he immediately goes and acquaints him 
with it, and ys him to the utmoſt Farthing. An 
Example of ju ice, which, I would to God, thoſe. 
Men would imitate, that make fo bold wirh- his. 
Memory. Nor was he leſs Beniga and Charitable, 
than he was Honeſt and Juſt ; for as he was a good 
Neighbour, and a hearty Friepd, fo he was a general- 
Lover of Mankind; always free and forward to ren- 
der good Offices to all that needed and craved his Af 
ſiftance. And thea as for his Alms, I muſt crave leave 
of his Aſhes to do a right to his Memory againft his. 
own Inclinations ; for, in his Life ng was-{o ſe- 
vere an Obſerver of our Saviour's Caution, Take heed! 
that ye do not your Alms before men, 10 utterly abhor- 
rent of that Pharifaical Humour; of performing his. 
good'Works in a clear Echoe that might be ſure to 
reſound *em after him-in Praiſes and Commendations, . 
that perhaps he too much affefted Privacy and Con- 
cealment; and was ſo far from deſiring that bis Light 
ſhould glare out in Vanity and Ofentation, rhat he 
would. not ſuffer it #0 ſbime out enough before. men, to 
provoke *em by the ſight of it to glorifie our common . 
Father in Heaven : for his Charity ran under ground, 
in ſuch ſecret Chanels , that ſome , I know, were apt 


to queſtion-whether the Spring were not dry, or, at 


leaſt, 
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eaſt, very ſcanty/in its Communications. But now he 


is gone, his Memory, like the Leaves of Roſes, ſmels 
{weet-and fragrant after the Roſe-is dead; for now 
that he is out of hearing, and thoſe few that knew 
his Charitics , and-theſe many that were refreſhed b 
2em, \dare own and atteſt *em, without fear of offend+ 
ing his modeſt Piety ; It appears by ſeveral hundreds 
of. Pounds which he gave in his Life upon ſeveral cha- 
ritable Occaſions, - beſides the charitabie Legacies he 
hath bequeathed at bis Death, that he was, not only in 
Word but in Deed, a true Benefa&tour to Mankind. 
And then as for his Relative Duties, he was,that which 
every good Man is (and without which ir is fulſome 
Hypocriſy for anyMan to pretend to Religion) viz, A 
kind and obliging Husband, a tender and provident 
Father, a courteous and benevolent Maſter, and in 
all the degrees of his Relation a ready Adliſtant,a uſeful 
Friend, and a generous BenefaCtour. - Such was his 
Life, and as for his laſt Sickneſs, though it now and 
then interrupted the exerciſe of his Reaſon, yet no 
ſooner was it reſtored to him, but he gave all the Tn- 
dications of a truely pious and devout Mind ; he hear- 
tily lamented'the Failings of his Life, and bound him- 
ſelf in new Reſolutions of Amendment; he under- 
went his Pains with a calm and conſtant Mind, and 
ſeemed full of good Thoughts and holy AﬀeQtions ; 
full'of hearty Submiſſions and: Reſignations to God ; 
and in this excellent Poſture of Mind he expired into 
Eternity : where God grant that with him, together 
with all thoſe that are departed this Life, in the true 
Faith of Chriſt's holy Name, we may all have our 
perfet Conſummation and Bliſs both: in Body and 
Soul, in Everlaſting Glory , through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; to whom, with the Father, and Eternal Spirit, 
be aſcribed all Honour and Praiſe, now and for ever, 
Amen. FINTS. _ 
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